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1.    Artichoke’s Heart.   Suzanne Supplee, Dutton, 2008.
Growing up in a small town in Tennessee as a fat girl isn’t easy for Rosemary Goode.  Her mother owns a local salon, where the reader meets all sorts of characters.  Rosemary observes as popular, thin girls from her school ready for dances and proms at her mother’s salon.  When Rosemary hits the 200-pound mark, she decides enough is enough and embarks on a self-improvement plan.  Things change as she begins to lose weight—a popular girl wants to befriend her, the boy she has a crush on returns her feelings, and her mother is diagnosed with cancer.  As Rosemary soon discovers, no one is perfect.  This is an endearing story, leaving the reader caring right up to the end.

2.    The Brothers Torres.  Coert Voorhees, Hyperion, 2008.
Francisco (Frankie) and his older brother have their differences.  Steve is a handsome soccer star who is involved with a tough crowd of friends, staying out late and becoming increasingly distant from his family.  Frankie spends his time after school working in his parents’ Mexican restaurant, goofing off with his buddy Zach, and obsessing about the beautiful Rebecca Sanchez, his dream girl.  Usually, Steve completely ignores Frankie at school, but when Frankie’s humorous attempts to ask out Rebecca result in him getting a beating by a bully, Steve steps up to defend him. Then Frankie must decide between loyalty to his brother and his doubts about the wisdom of Steve’s choices.
3.    Graceling.   Kristin Cashore, Harcourt, 2008.
In Katsa's world, the "graced," are gifted in a particular way. These people are marked by mismatched eye colors. Katsa's grace is that of being an extremely gifted, practically unbeatable fighter. She is in the service of her cruel uncle, king of one of the seven kingdoms, who forces her to torture people for him. She has secretly formed the Council, which acts in the service of justice and fairness for those who have been accused and abused. She rescues the father of the Lienid King, who has been abducted with the help of Prince Po, the captive's grandson. Prince Po has his own particular grace, and he and Katsa become involved in what becomes a mortally dangerous mission.

4.    The Hunger Games.   Suzanne Collins, Scholastic, 2008.
The United States has crumbled, and has been replaced by a sinister and controlling country called Panem.  It is divided into twelve districts. Each district must send two of its children to participate in the annual Hunger Games.  This is the ultimate television survival show, which all citizens are required to watch, and it is a fight to the death among the twenty-four contestants.  The last survivor brings home honors to his district, and 
receives riches for the family. Katniss’ little sister Prim is selected to be a contender, but Katniss pushes her aside and volunteers herself instead.  She first becomes the center of media attention, and then gets thrown into the arena with twenty-three other fighters who want her dead.  In this impossible situation, Katniss finds her survival skills and her humanity tested as she makes alliances and finds ways to defy the manipulation of those directing the contest.  Will her spirit survive, and will she?

5.      I Am Scout: The Biography of Harper Lee. Charles J. Shields,

         Henry Holt, 2008.
         Using previously conducted interviews with Harper Lee and her family, friends and neighbors -- along with research from books, magazine articles, newspapers, and radio and television interviews -- Shields chronicles the life of the reclusive Harper Lee whose personality is brought to life. Was Boo Radley someone Harper really knew?  Dill really was her best friend--how did their friendship grow over the years?  These and many more connections between Harper Lee and Scout Finch entertain readers and To Kill a Mockingbird fans in this entertaining read.
6.    If I Stay.   Gayle Forman, Dutton, 2009.
After seventeen-year-old Mia is involved in a deadly automobile accident, she finds herself outside of her body, invisible to others but able to see the effects of the car accident unraveling before her.  Who was killed in the accident?  What remains of Mia’s life before the accident?  And when her boyfriend calls her name, will she stay or will she go? 

7.     Knights of the Hill Country.  Tim Tharp, Knopf, 2006.
Oklahoma high school football is big.  Especially for the Kennisaw Knights, as they enter their fifth undefeated season and attempt to secure the state championship.  Hampton Green, the star linebacker, and his best friend, Blaine, compete on and off the field as peer pressure, romance, and their arch-rivals place them at odds with one another.  Hampton’s voice comes through loud and clear as he describes life in a small town and the obstacles to beat.
8.    My Mother the Cheerleader.   Robert Sharenow, HarperCollins, 2007.
Louise Collins thinks nothing exciting will ever happen in New Orleans Lower Ninth Ward in the 1960s until her mother pulls her out of school to protest the integration of public schools.  Pauline Collins joins a group of women known as “the Cheerleaders” who line up each morning to heckle and taunt six-year-old Ruby Bridges as she becomes the first African-American at William Frantz Elementary.  Helping her mother run the boarding house becomes Louise’s main duty.  When Morgan Miller, a book 
editor from New York who grew up in New Orleans, rents a room at their house, both Louis and her mother fall in love with his mannerly demeanor and re-examine their attitudes about race and violence.
9.    Rooftop.   Paul Volponi, Viking, 2006.
Clay has made some poor choices and landed in a drug and day school program.  When his drug-dealing cousin, Addison, joins the program they rekindle their friendship.  Soon after this reunion, Addison is gunned down by a cop on a project rooftop.  Confusion, grief, and political intrigue make eyewitness Clay a pawn to be used against a corrupt justice system.
10.   Shift.  Jennifer Bradbury, Atheneum, 2008.
New high school graduates and best friends, Chris and Win, decide to take a cross-country bike trek before starting college. As best friends do, Chris and Win fight. Always have. And so their journeys become separate ones. Told in alternating chapters of the trip and Chris’s present life involving an investigator, Chris realizes he needs to solve the mystery first and save Win from his both neglectful and controlling parents.

