Virginia Readers’ Choice

2010-2011  Primary Annotations


1. Chester.  Melanie Watt,  Kids Can Press, 2007.

Chester, a self-centered cat, insists that he should be the main character in the story. Using a red marker, Chester makes additions and corrections to the text and illustrations. Finally, the author relents, but manages to have the last laugh.

2.  Dog and Bear: Two Friends-Three Stories.   Laura Vaccaro Seeger,

 Roaring Brook Press, 2007.

 While Dog is loud, frisky and brave, colorful stuffed animal Bear is shy    and their adventures show why it’s always grand to have a best friend by your side.

3.  Duck! Rabbit! Amy Krouse Rosenthal, Chronicle, 2009.

 Is it a duck or is it a rabbit? Two characters who are missing are discussing whether or not the creature in the book is a rabbit or a duck.  Both characters make strong arguments for what they see. What do you see?

4.  Hansel and Gretel.  Rachel Isadora, Putnam, 2009.

This is the retelling of a familiar story about a brave girl and boy who  overcome evil to find their way home, Using bright, cut paper collage illustrations, Isadora places this tale in an African setting.

5.  I Ain’t Gonna Paint No More!  Karen Beaumont, Harcourt, 2005.

Based on the old song, “It Ain’t Gonna Rain No More,” this rhyming and repetitive text tells the story of a young boy obsessed with painting his entire body. All the while promising his mother that he “ain’t gonna paint no more,” his hands, toes, neck, and head grow in crazy colors at the hands of the illustrator David Catrow.
6.  I’m the Biggest Thing in the Ocean.  Kevin Sherry, Dial, 2007.

A giant squid swims through the ocean bragging that he is the biggest thing in the ocean until he is swallowed by a whale. He finds the other creatures inside the whale, but then claims he is the biggest thing inside the whale.

7.  Katie Loves the Kittens.  John Himmelman,  Holt, 2008.

In this wonderfully appealing story, our heroine, an energetic and boisterous little dog named Katie is thrilled by the arrival of three tiny kittens. She longs to play with them and become their friend, but her loud and bouncy ways terrify the kittens. Follow her as she learns to reign in her enthusiasm in order to win over new friends. Readers will find themselves pulling for Katie to keep herself under control.

8. Rhyming Dust Bunnies.  Jan Thomas, Simon & Schuster, 2009.

Three dust bunnies, Ed, Ned and Ted rhyme all the time.  They fail to    listen to the warnings of their fellow dust bunny Bob, who tries to save them from human tools. Jan Thomas illustrates these creatures with thick black lines and neon colors on bright colored paper to look like the huge monsters that they think they are.

9. Too Many Toys.  David Shannon, Blue Sky Press, 2008.

Spencer’s mom is fed up with the fact that his toys are taking over the house. When she encourages him to get rid of the ones he no longer plays with, Spencer realizes that the cardboard box holding the toys is the best one of all.
10.  Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A True Story from Africa.  Jeanette Winter,    

      Harcourt,  2008.

 Wangari Maathai grew up in Kenya where she was surrounded by the beauty of trees. Arriving home after attending university in America, she is devastated to see trees being cut down. She decides to plant seedlings and encounters much opposition from the government. Soon many other women begin to help Wangari plant seedlings and the “umbrella of green” returns to Kenya.

