
Virginia Readers’ Choice Selection Guidelines

Purpose of Virginia Reader’s Choice:

· To encourage young readers to become better acquainted with contemporary books with outstanding literary appeal,

· To broaden students' awareness of literature as a life-long pleasure,

· To encourage reading aloud in classrooms as a means of introducing reading for pleasure, and

· To honor favorite books and their authors.

	
	Evident 
	Strong
	Not Applicable
	Notes

	Publication within the last 5 years
	
	
	
	

	Availability 
	
	
	
	

	Acceptable published reviews 
	
	
	
	

	Recommendation (reviewed/read) by majority at level committee
	
	
	
	

	Physical appearance of book (Illustrations, format)
	
	
	
	

	Topics of interest and appropriateness for intended audience
	
	
	
	

	Variety of reading levels appropriate for audience
	
	
	
	

	Appeal to appropriate leveled reader’s interest
	
	
	
	

	Variety of genre

(mystery,  fantasy, sci-fi, biography, historical fiction, poetry, non-fiction etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Balance of characters

 (gender,  ethnicity, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Potential for read aloud
	
	
	
	

	Potential to develop recreational reading beyond the curriculum
	
	
	
	

	Introduction of new authors to readers
	
	
	
	

	Virginia Connection 

(setting, author, or content)


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


NOTE: Books are selected based on literary merit. Since censorship is not part of this committee's function, there may be isolated words or content in some books that may be objectionable to some members of your community. Those persons should select alternate books on the list.
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