Title of Presentation: 

“Wearing Different Hats:  Role Playing as a Writing to Learn Strategy”

Abstract: Role taking as a writing to learn strategy, helping students relate more to their writing and providing a more authentic, vivid writing piece displaying content knowledge and character voice.

Outcomes: The demonstration participant will:

· Understand the objectives, process, and benefits of role taking and writing to learn

· Be able to scaffold students through role taking in writing to learn

· Be able to use role playing as a writing to learn strategy in any content area

Content:

This presentation will focus on using role taking in writing in the content areas of Science and Social Studies as a writing to learn strategy, with ideas for other content areas referenced.  Research will be provided to demonstrate the importance of writing to learn and role taking in writing.  The focus will be on two specific strategies: role playing as readers and dialogue writing. This will provide ideas for scaffolding students along the process to ensure success for each student using this strategy.  Through the use of these strategies, teachers will increase comprehension of text, give students a purpose for reading and writing, and help students produce meaningful nonfiction writing.

Process:

I.
Introduction:  The importance of nonfiction writing, specifically writing to learn.


II.
Answer: Why have students use role taking?


III.
Demonstrate role playing as readers and have participants practice using this strategy.


IV.
Demonstrate dialogue writing with nonfiction text and have participants use this strategy.


V.
Participants share dialogue writings.


VI.
Conclusion:  Take questions and complete evaluation.
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Virginia Fights for Freedom 

(adapted text—Harcourt Horizons Virginia, 2003)

The Declaration of Independence was only the first step in making the United States a free and independent country.  The colonists writing the Declaration of Independence upset England.  Now the American colonies had to fight and win a war against one of the strongest armies in the world. The success of the new country would depend on the bravery and strength of its Patriots—the people who supported independence.  Independence was the freedom that many of colonists were wanting from England.  The Patriots did not agree with the King of England’s decisions.

The Beginning of the War

During the American Revolutionary War, Britain sent 40,000 soldiers and 400 warships to the colonies.  England also hired German soldiers to help in the fight against the colonies.  England also hoped to get help from, Native Americans, escaped slaves, and Loyalists.  Loyalists were the colonists who opposed independence and were loyal to the King of England.  Many of the Loyalists left Virginia, but some stayed and helped the British fight the Patriots by giving the British supplies.  African Americans also helped fight in the Revolutionary War.  The British promised the African Americans freedom if they fought for the British, but not many joined the British.  More African Americans joined the Patriots because the Patriots promised them freedom after the war. 

The people who joined the Patriots fought in an army called the Continental Army.  The Continental Army was much smaller than Britain’s Army.  It had fewer supplies, and its troops often suffered from starvation and cold weather.  Most of the soldiers did not have military experience.  However, the British army was well-trained.  It had plenty of supplies and uniforms. 

Virginians and the War

Most Virginians had strong feelings about the war, either as Patriots or Loyalsts.  Only a few were neutral.  Virginians who were neutral did not choose one side or the other.  Although some Virginians were neutral, many Virginians helped with the war effort at home.  They continued to work and farm so that soldiers who were fighting would have horses, food, and other supplies.  Women also helped in the war.  Some went to the battlefields, but most stayed at home.  They cooked and washed clothes like they always did, but because of the war the women had more responsibilities, like taking care of sick and injured soldiers.  Some women held fund-raisers, activities that raise money, to help the Continental Army.

There were many different ways that Virginians took part in the Revolutionary War.  Each person chose a role.  Some chose to be Patriots and fight against the British.  Some chose to be Loyalist and fight for the King of England.  Both of these sides used violence and even friends fought each other.  There were other people who did not chose a side and these people were neutral.  The African Americans also helped the war.  Some fought for the Loyalists, but most fought for the Patriots because they promised freedom.  Women helped the war by taking on more responsibilities and raising money to help the soldiers.

Point of View Study Guide

You are about to be interviewed as if you were a person living in the colonies at the beginning of the Revolutionary War.  Respond to the following interview questions as if you were a Loyalist.

1.  How do you feel about what the British are doing in the colonies?  How do you feel about the Patriots’ actions?

2.  Do all people in the colonies feel the same way you do about what is happening?  If not, what other views are there?

3.  Have you chosen a side to fight with in this war?  If so, who are you fighting for and why?

4.  How is your army doing?  Are they winning most battles and have what they need?

5.  Could you tell us how others in the colonies have treated you?  Have your viewpoints been accepted?

Point of View Study Guide

You are about to be interviewed as if you were a person living in the colonies at the beginning of the Revolutionary War.  Respond to the following interview questions as if you were a Patriot.

1.  How do you feel about what the British are doing in the colonies?  Is there anything specific they are doing that upsets you or others around you?

2.  Do all people in the colonies feel the same way you do about what is happening?  If not, what other views are there?

3.  Have you chosen a side to fight on in this war?  If so, who are you fighting for and why?

4.  How is your army doing?  Are they winning most battles and have what they need?

5.  Could you tell us how others in the colonies have treated you?  Have your viewpoints been accepted?

