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Educators need to know what to look for when evaluating the level of thinking evidenced in a student’s response or product.  Bertie Kingore, Ph.D., suggests the following criteria modes for assessing giftedness.

Accelerated Learning – Student “gets it.”  Student comprehends symbolic representations and creates advanced products.  A variety of unexpected tools are used for accessing data and research. 

Advanced Language – Student uses descriptive language, rich imagery, and multisyllabic words unassumingly.

Analytical Thinking – Student analyzes cause and effect, alternatives; demonstrates complex and abstract thinking; is unusually attentive to details in his environment. 

Content – Student exhibits more depth and knowledge about the topic or subject than typical.

Divergence – Student’s product is atypical, unlike others of this age; it may often reflect in-depth content or understanding through a very original or creative idea. 

Elaboration – The product has extensive detail either in words or graphics, which adds clarity or effect and is related to content.  For example, a student’s illustration might include lines to indicate movement, texture, or patterns.

Materials – Student uses provided materials in a different but appropriate manner; resourceful; uses materials in an unexpected way such as making something 3-dimensional when most products are 2-dimensional.

Meaning Motivation – Student demonstrates passion for a subject and pursues knowledge to become an expert.  Student innovatively experiments and synthesizes meaning through words, graphics, structures, and movement.

Organization – Student’s arrangement of information on the page is different, perhaps even creative, but appropriate; for example, alphabetically organized when that was not requested.  

Perspective – Student demonstrates the ability to interpret topics from another’s point of view.   

Sense of Humor – Student displays an adult’s subtle or sophisticated humor.  Student uses figurative language for a humorous effect and understands and responds to the use of puns and riddles.

Sensitivity – Student expresses high expectations of self and others.  He acts spontaneously to help someone or something in need and exhibits intense concern for human and global issues.

Significantly Beyond Age Level – Student’s product seems surprisingly advanced for the age of the student; level of work is more typical of older students. 
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