No One Saw                                                                                                                                           Grade 2

Look Fors: Perspective, Content, Elaboration, Humor
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Grade Level: 2 
Literature Read-Aloud Connection

No One Saw: Ordinary Things Through the Eyes of an Artist by Bob Raczka 
· Publisher: Millbrook Press

· Publication Date:  2002

· ISBN #: 978-0-7613-1648-0
Nobody sees the world like you!  This picture book contains reproductions of sixteen famous paintings, reflecting the artists’ unique perspectives.  A rhyming text adds commentary on each of the masterpieces.  Included is a reference section with a list of paintings and brief biographical notes on all of the contributing artists. 

Look Fors 
· Perspective – Does the response demonstrate the student’s ability to see an ordinary object from new angles and perspectives?

· Content – Does the student’s response demonstrate unusual depth of knowledge on a topic?

· Elaboration – Does the response include extensive detail in words or in graphics?  Does the student include lines to indicate movement, texture, or patterns? 

· Humor – Does the student include humorous effects in the illustration?  Is figurative language used in the verbal responses?

Materials  

· No One Saw by Bob Raczka

· No One Saw activity sheet – one per student

· crayons, markers

· other reproductions of art or photographic masterpieces (optional)

Example:  from Helen Levitt’s A Way of Seeing

Full-size image available at ponynose.wordpress.com/2009/06/16/83/
Vocabulary

· perspectives



· masterpiece

Procedure 

1. Begin by asking the students to “interpret” or “read” a painting or a photograph.  Using Helen Levitt’s A Way of Seeing photograph as an example, the following questions may be asked:

A. What do you see in the picture?

B. What can you tell about the people in the picture?  

C. What evidence do you have to support your answer?

D. What are the children doing with the picture frame?

E. What time period is this?  What season of the year is this?

F. How can you tell?

G. Who took this photograph?

H. Are the children aware that they are having their photograph taken?

I. From what other angles could the photograph have been taken?  How would your interpretation change?

2. Explain that sometimes when we each look at the same thing, we see details differently.  That is because we all have different prior experiences, different prior knowledge, and different perspectives.  

3. We are going to look at some famous paintings that are called masterpieces.  Each of them is unique.

4. Share the cover of the book No One Saw: Ordinary Things Through the Eyes of an Artist.  Many will recognize Van Gogh’s Starry Night.
5. Read aloud No One Saw.  (Refer to the biographical information in the back of the book for the correct pronunciations of the artists’ names.)  The pages are in rhyming couplets.  

6. After finishing, go back to the individual paintings and tell the students briefly about the various styles and the artists.  (Refer to the information in the back of the book.)  Describe pointillism, a style of painting that uses dots placed side by side, rather than using brushstrokes.  A Sunday Afternoon on La Grand Jette, by Georges Seurat, is an example of pointillism.  A connection to geometry is to demonstrate on the chalkboard how placing points next to one another create a line segment.

7. Discuss the individual paintings.

A. What do the students see in the paintings when they look more closely?

B. How do the paintings compare and contrast?

C. What attracts them to certain paintings over others?

8.  Distribute No One Saw activity sheets to each student.   

Extension

Provide opportunities throughout the year for the students to “interpret” or “read” various pieces of art and photography.  Connect the topics of the pieces to core subject areas.

Name: ________________________________  Date: ____________________


Nobody sees the world like you!  Each one of us sees the world in our own way.  Now it is your turn to sit back and view the world around you.  What do you see?  How do you see it differently from everyone else?  

Complete the following with rhyming words.  Draw your masterpieces.  

No one sees

 __________________________

like I do.

	
	


No one sees

 __________________________

like I do.

unique
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