Hi, Koo!

Grade 2

Look Fors: Sensitivity, Elaboration, Advanced Language, Humor, Analytical Thinking (Patterns)


[image: image4.wmf]
Grade Level: 2
Literature Read-Aloud Connection

Zen Ties, by Jon J. Muth

· Publisher: Scholastic Press  

· Publication Date: 2008  

· ISBN #: 978-0-439-63425-0  

Unexpected friendships form as Koo, a haiku-speaking young panda, comes to spend the summer with his Uncle Stillwater.  This warm tale of friendship and sensitivity reaffirms the importance of our ties to one another, from one generation to another, and between cultures.  

Look Fors

· Sensitivity – Does the student recognize the importance of honoring thy neighbor and value the wisdom of elders?

· Elaboration – Does the response, verbally and/or artistically, show attention to detail?

· Advanced language – Is the language descriptive, with vocabulary beyond expectations?  Is rich imagery included?

· Humor – Is there evidence of sophisticated humor, such as in puns, jokes, and riddles?

· Analytical Thinking; Patterns – Does the student adhere to the strict guidelines of Haiku poetry, while also painting a picture with words?

Materials  

· Zen Ties, by Jon J. Muth

· Hi, Koo! activity sheet – one per student

· chart paper displaying Koo’s opening haiku

· access to http://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/haiku.htm or a similar site.  Display the website on a SMARTBoard®, if available.
Procedure

1. Have the students close their eyes as you recite the following to the students in a lyrical way:

An old silent pond... 

A frog jumps into the pond, 

Splash! Silence again.  (by Matsuo Basho, translated by Harry Behn)
 (Retrieved on August 14, 2009, from http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/the-old-pond/)

2. What did the students envision?  How did the use of interesting and descriptive words help to elaborate the subject?

3. Tell the students that you are going to read aloud a story about a panda bear named Koo, who sometimes speaks in the same lyrical way.  (Don’t tell the students that this is Haiku poetry yet.)  Have them signal (clicking fingers, giving a thumbs up, etc.) when they hear interesting, lyrical phrases.  

4. Read aloud Zen Ties, being sure to read Koo’s haiku in a rhythmic fashion.  
· On page four, when Stillwater welcomes Koo, emphasize “Hi, Koo!” when you read it.

· On the Jump on Stillwater page, discuss possible reasons why Jon Muth drew Stillwater to look so large.

· Discuss how the children’s perceptions of Mrs. Whitaker change as the story progresses.

· Discuss how Mrs. Whitaker’s perceptions of the children change as the story progresses.

· Discuss what can be learned from our elders.

5. Display Koo’s opening haiku for the children to see.  Read it slowly for the children, clapping out the syllables as you read.  Note the number of syllables next to each line of the poem.  Tell the children that this is called Haiku poetry.  (You may want to go back to page four, and read Stillwater’s greeting to his nephew once again.)  

6. Share a few of the haiku poems found at http://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/haiku.htm   Also clap out and count the syllables.  Displaying this website on a SMARTBoard® would enable the students to interact with the poetry more easily.  

7. Establish the 5 syllable, 7 syllable, 5 syllable format of Haiku poems.  (Note:  Not all true Japanese Haiku follows this format, but it is always short, filled with emotion, and related to the natural world.) 

8. Distribute the Hi, Koo! activity sheet to each student.  
· Students may need help combining two syllables into one, i.e., cannot becomes can’t or I have becomes I’ve.  They also may need methods of adding syllables, such as changing the 2-syllable pretty to the 3-syllable synonym beautiful.  

Extensions 

1.  Students use their Haiku writing skills to create greeting cards.

2.  Students write Haiku poems/riddles that contain facts about a topic being

     studied in class.  Other students must identify the main idea.

Name ___________________________________    Date __________________

In the United States, we know haiku poetry as a short poem of three lines, usually with five, then seven, then five syllables.  Haiku poetry comes from the heart and calls attention to the natural world.

As Koo, in Zen Ties says:

Uncle Stillwater!


(5 syllables)

Summer!  And I have arrived!
(7 syllables)

Seeing you brings smiles.

(5 syllables)

Now it’s your turn to write haiku!
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Clip art retrieved from Microsoft Clip Gallery 5.0


Haiku from Zen Ties, by Jon Muth
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