Not a Stick                                                                                                                                              Grade 1

Look Fors: Perspective, Elaboration, Divergence, Humor, Advanced Language, Content



Grade Level: 1
Literature Read-Aloud Connection

Not a Stick, by Antoinette Portis

· Publisher: HarperCollins Publishers  

· Publication Date: 2008  

· ISBN #: 978-0-06-112325-2 

The main character uses his imagination as he plays with an ordinary stick and makes it extraordinary.   

Look Fors

· Perspective – Does the response demonstrate the ability to view the stick from various angles?

· Elaboration – Does the response, verbally and/or artistically, show attention to detail?  Does the drawing follow the examples illustrated in the book?

· Divergence – Has the student created an atypical response? 

· Humor – Is there evidence of sophisticated humor in the response?

· Advanced language – Is the language descriptive, with vocabulary beyond expectations?  Is rich imagery included?

· Content – Does the subject of the response show depth and knowledge not expected at this grade level?

Materials  

· Not a Stick, by Antoinette Portis

· Not a Stick activity sheet – one per student

· a box for demonstration purposes

· a stick for demonstration purposes
· crayons, markers
Procedure

1. Hold up an empty box.  Explain that the box is the only thing there is to play with during recess.  What could the box be?  If most of the responses continue to utilize the box as a container, suggest that perhaps the box could be the head of a robot.  Continue to get responses from the students, encouraging diverse answers.

2. Now hold up the stick.  Repeat the process, but only call on five students for responses.

3. Introduce Not a Stick by Antoinette Portis and show the students the dedication page.  On this page, the main character (Could he be “Winston”?) is looking at the broken branch of the tree.  What might he be thinking?

4. Read the first page and have the students closely observe Winston’s body position.  What might the stick represent on this page?  Call on three students to respond.

5. Turn the page, read the text, and show the students the next illustration with the details added.  The stick is a fishing pole!  Turn back and show them how the two illustrations of Winston are identical except now the details make us see what Winston sees in his imagination.

6. Turn the page again, and repeat the process of asking three students what Winston’s stick might be.  The students will begin to use their own imaginations to “see” new possibilities.

7. Turn the page again, read the text, and show the class how Winston is leading a parade with a baton.  

8. Continue this process through the book.

9. Distribute the Not a Stick activity sheets and explain to the students that they are to look at the sticks on the sheet from all angles and add lots of color and detail to make the sticks into something new.  Instruct the students not to repeat any of the illustrations from the book or the introductory discussion.  At the bottom of each illustration, they are to write what they have drawn.  

Extension 

1. Antoinette Portis also has written Not a Box, which may make an excellent kinesthetic learning center.  Students could be asked to bring in boxes of various sizes for the center.  The center would direct each student to use a box as the foundation for a three-dimensional object.

Name:____________________________________ Date:_______________


If it’s not a stick, what is it?  Look at the drawings from all angles.  Finish the drawings with lots of color and detail. 
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What is it?                                                                                  
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What is it?                                                                                  
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